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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR §1 .56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby 
directed to the reference(s) listed on the attached PTO-1449. Unless otherwise indicated herein, 
one copy of each reference is attached. It is respectfully requested that the information be 
expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, and that the reference(s) be made 
of record therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 



1 . This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed (a) within three months of 
the U.S. filing date of this non-CPA application, OR (b) before the mailing date of a first 
Office Action on the merits in the present application. No certification or fee is required. 

2. The reference(s) was/were cited by or submitted to the Office in parent 
application No. 09/325,567, filed June 4, 1999, which is relied upon for an earlier filing 
date under 35 U.S.C. §120. Thus, copies of these references are not attached. 

37 CFR § 1.98(d). 

3. Claims 60-1 10 added in the Preliminary Amendment filed herewith correspond 
exactly or substantially to claims 1-51 of U.S. Patent No. 6,087,196. 

Respectfully submitted. 



JAO:EDM/gam 
Date: July 10, 2001 

OlIFF & BERRIDGE, PLC 

P.O. Box 19928 
Alexandria, Virginia 22320 
Telephone: (703) 836-6400 



James A, OlifF 
Registration No. 27,075 

Eric D. Morehouse 
Registration No. 38,565 
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Charge any fee due to our 
Deposit Account No. 15-0461 
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APPUCATION 
NO. 09/325,567 


APPLICANT(S): Ichio YUDASAKA, Tatsuya SHIMODA, Sadao KANBE 
and Wakao MTfAZAWA 


FILING DATE: July 10, 2001 


GROUP: 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INITIAL 



DOCUMENT NUMBER 



DATE 



NAME 



CLASS 



SUB 
CLASS 



6,087,196 



07/11/00 



STURM et al. 



4,569,305 



02/1 1/86 



FERRI et al. 



4,687,352 



08/18/87 



IGI et al. 



4,792.817 



12/20/88 



BARNEY 



5,534,716 



07/09/96 



TAKEMURA 



5,645,901 



07/08/97 



FUKUCHI et al. 



5,728,626 



03/17/98 



ALLMAN et al. 



5,744,171 



04/28/98 



SCHNEIDER 



5,757,453 



05/26/98 



SHIN et al. 



5,759,268 



06/02/98 



BEGIN et al. 



5,770,260 



06/23/98 



FUKUYAMA et al. 



5,779,799 



07/14/98 



DAVIS 



5,784.132 



07/21/98 



HASHIMOTO 



5,989.945 



11/23/99 



YUDASAKA et al. 



438 



149 



5,656,826 



08/12/97 



MISAWA et al. 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



257 



72 



DOCUMENT NUMBER 



DATE 



COUNTRY 



CLASS 



SUB 
CLASS 



JP-A-3-102324 



04/26/91 



Japan 



JP-A-3-126921 



05/30/91 



Japan 



JP-A-4-253033 v/ 



09/08/92 



Japan 



JP-A-5-1 05486 1/ 



04/27/93 



Japan 



JP-A-5-1 16941 ^ 



05/14/93 



Japan 



JP-A-6-204168 U 



07/22/94 



Japan 



JP-A-62-223727 



10/01/87 



Japan 



JP-A-6-281958 v 



10/07/94 



Japan 



JP-A-61-78165 \y 



04/21/86 



Japan 



JP-A-7-122475 



05/12/95 



Japan 



JP-A-8-1065 



01/09/96 



Japan 



JP-A-8-32085 ^ 



02/02/96 



Japan 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



Examiner: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with M.P.E.P. 609; draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



